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Candace Obetts Aperitif 
Meet me, 
let me be your muse 
while you wrap your 
bronze hand around 
the smooth teak neck 
and pluck the vibrating 
strings, letting their echoes 
meld with the sun's heat. 
Lead me through 
delicately carved pillars, 
under curved arches, 
into cool shadows. 
Drape me in filmy scarves 
of garnet and amethyst 
with shimmering gold borders. 
They flutter and cling while we whirl 
to the tinny ancient 
melodies of the sitar. 
Lay me on cloud pillows 
under a gauze canopy. 
Let's be alone, 
together, 
in this exotic world 
until I am called back 
to my world 
to serve my family 
meatloaf. 
Amaranthus 25 
